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Letter of solidarity 


Dear students of the FTII students’ association, 


During the last month we had two of your fellow-students Piyush Shan and Ashok Ponappan as guest 
students at our school, the ifs international film-school in Cologne. It was delightful to work with them, 
since they presented themselves as intelligent and committed filmmakers. 


The relations between our institutions were started more than 10 years ago. We highly appreciate our 
liaison and fruitful cooperation with India’s premier film-school. In 2014 we had also sent one of our 
editing students Kathrin Ganser to spend one semester at the FTII, a visit she benefitted greatly from. 


Piyush and Ashok informed me, that around 200 of the students of FTII are on strike for almost two 
months, because you are protesting against a string of top appointments made by Prime Minister Nar- 
endra Modi’s government: A new chairman and four other members in the governing council of the 
school. 


You are criticizing explicitly, that these persons lack the credentials which would qualify them for lead- 
ing positions within one of the most well-known film-schools in the world. 


In my understanding, as a strong motivation behind your protest and boycott-actions stands the fear, 
that the most relevant reason for the appointment of the a.m. persons might be a political one: That 
the decision was taken, because these people are close to or even affiliated with the reigning Hindu 
nationalist party (BJP). It seems that the government has already initiated similar activities by installing 
politically “reliable” persons as leaders of higher education - or cultural institutions across the whole 
country. 


If this proves to be true, | can only underline, that this is dangerous: It might be harming democracy, 
the freedom of speech and above all the freedom of artistic expression. 
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lam deeply convinced, that universities, art-schools, film- schools or similar institutions, which attract 
creative talent should be led by politically independent, high profile representatives of the arts or sci- 
ences, which are taught there. Young artists need a free spirit and an environment that fosters them 
and let them grow. The process of the appointment of such a person should be transparent, diligent 
and should imply that the students have a voice. 


This is why | would like to express my deeply felt solidarity with you as FTII-students. | want to en- 
courage you to continue expressing your concerns, stay firm in your actions and don't let anyone in- 
timidate you. You are many and you are strong! 

With lots of sympathy and my very best wishes, 


Simone Stewens 
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